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Colin received a PhD from Trinity College Dublin in 2002, an MSc in Ecology from University of 
North Wales in 1997 and a BSc from University College Dublin in 1995. For his PhD he researched 
the phylogeography and genetic diversity of oak in Ireland. This was the first comprehensive 
molecular study of genetic diversity in plant populations in Ireland. Following from his work in 
Ireland, Colin worked as a Research Associate in the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 
Canada. There he worked on the project to sequence and assemble the first tree genome – the poplar 
genome. On returning to Ireland he joined the NBG and established the DBN Plant Molecular 
Laboratory. His work focuses on development and application of molecular markers in natural 
populations of plants to establish phylogeographic patterns and to assess genetic diversity. He also 
has considerable experience as an independent researcher and an Environmental Consultant. 



Research Interests

• Population genetics and genomics of woody species
• Phylogeography and Arctic-alpine species 
• Phylogeography of Arbutus unedo 
• Aquatic macrophytes 
• DNA barcoding
• Arctic Willows
• Conservation genetics of rare plants
• Species of interest include: oak, poplar, willows, water crowfoots.
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